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1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published 
under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the 
effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the 
United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language . 

2. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Japanese Pub. No. 2003-011169 (previously made of 
record in an IDS filed by Applicant; hereinafter "JP ' 169"). 
Reference below will be made to the drawings of this reference, 
as well as the English abstract which has also been previously 
made of record. 

Initially it is noted that claims 1 and 3 recite that the 
stamper has an insertion hole which is larger in diameter than 
an outer diameter of the cavity- side end of the stamper holder 
when the stamper has a higher temperature than a normal 
• temperature, and that the stamper has an insertion hole has a 
smaller diameter than an outer diameter of the cavity- side end 
of the stamper holder at a normal temperature. This description 
has been interpreted to mean that the stamper insertion hole has 
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these size properties when not placed on the stamper holder. It 
would be physically impossible for the stamper insertion hole to 
be smaller in diameter than the outer diameter of the stamper 
holder when the stamper is actually positioned on the stamper 
holder. 

JP A 169 discloses a mold assembly for making an optical 
disk. The mold assembly comprises a first mold (23) having a 
mounting portion and a second mold (22) closed together with the 
first mold to thereby define a cavity (24) between the molds. A 
stamper (25) having a molding surface forming the information to 
be imparted to the molded optical disk. A stamper holder (27) 
is also provided for holding the stamper, with the stamper 
holder being formed to have a generally hollow cylindrical shape 
such that the stamper holder can be mounted to the mounting 
portion of the first mold. 

JP '169 further discloses that the stamper has an insertion 
hole formed through a central portion thereof, the insertion 
hole having a diameter dl which is larger than an outer diameter 
d2 of the cavity side end of the stamper holder when the stamper 
has a higher temperature than a normal temperature, and is 
reduced to be slightly smaller than the outer diameter d2 when 
the stamper has the normal temperature (see abstract) . 
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JP x 169 also discloses the stamper holder to be configured 
such that the outer diameter of the cavity side end is smaller 
than an outer diameter of an end of the stamper holder opposite 
to the cavity- side end (see Fig. lb) . 

Note, Applicants cannot rely upon the foreign priority 
papers to overcome this rejection because a translation of said 
papers has not been made of record in accordance with 37 CFR 
1.55. MPEP § 201.15. 

3. Claims 5 and 6 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in 
independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims . 

4. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication 
of allowable subject matter: 

The prior art of record fails to teach or suggest a mold 
assembly as recited in claims 5 and 6 . The closest prior art 
disclosed by JP '169 is described above. JP x 169 fails to teach 
or suggest the mold to be as such that a cavity- side end face of 
the stamper holder to be slightly protruded toward the cavity 
with respect to a cavity-side end face of the sprue bushing, and 
wherein the molding surface of the stamper to be slightly 
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protruded toward the cavity with respect to the cavity- side end 
face of the stamper holder. None of the other prior art of 
record discloses or suggests this as well. 

5. The following reference cited but not relied upon is deemed 
pertinent to the instant application: 

Takahashi (U.S. Pat. No. 5,466,145) discloses a convention mold 
for making optical disks. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Donald 
Heckenberg whose telephone number is (571) 272-1131. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 

9:30 A.M. to 6:00 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Benjamin Utech, can be 
reached at (571) 272-1137. The official fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
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may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see <<http://pair-direct.uspto.gov>>. Should you have questions 
on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at (866) 217-9197 (toll-free) . 
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